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 Hear these words from the Gospel of John: 
“Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My 
Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have 
told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. If I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you 
may be also. (14: 1-3) 
 Jesus made this promise to His disciples near the end of His earthly 
ministry. He knew that shortly their world would be collapsing into confusion 
and disarray.  He knew that to get by they must continue to trust in God. 
They must stubbornly keep in mind the words of the Psalmist (27:13): “I 
would have despaired unless I believed that I would see the goodness of 
the Lord in the land of the living.” The disciples were able to do this.     
 On that day, Jesus was also speaking to us. He knew that for each of 
us, there comes a time when we must believe what is difficult and accept 
what is not fully understandable. In the darkest of hours, if we can know 
there is a purpose in life and that purpose is to spread as much love in the 
world as we can, then the pain becomes bearable and the light, although 
just a small glimmer, illuminates the darkness.  
 Jesus also told us to “believe in God” but to also believe in Him. For 
Christians this is critical. Jesus is proof that God is willing to give us 
everything He has. As Paul put it: “He who did not spare His own Son, but 
delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all 
things?” If we can see God’s love in the face of Jesus, then it should be 
possible to accept what we cannot fully understand. For that reason, in the 
darkest times, we should be able to maintain a serene faith.    
 Continuing, Jesus said, “In My Father's house are many dwelling 
places…”  He was, of course, speaking of heaven; but what was the 
meaning of “many dwelling places”? The meaning is very simple. Earthly 
houses can become overcrowded. Hotels and motels can reach capacity 
and people must be turned away.  Even at Jesus’ birth, Mary had to lay 
Him in a manger “because there was no room for Him in the inn.” Jesus 
tells us this problem doesn’t exist in His Father’s house. Heaven is a large 
as the heart of God. So, don’t fear, there will always be plenty of room in 
God’s house.  
 In this scriptural reading, Jesus tells us that in the darkness and 
chaos of our world we must continue to believe in God and in Him, the Son. 
To believe what may be difficult and hard to understand; to believe the 



Father will provide for all of our needs, both physical and spiritual; and, by 
so believing we achieve a tranquil, composed faith.  
 As written in the Epistle of Hebrews; “… faith is the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen (11:1). The writer of 
Hebrews was absolutely certain that what he believed was true and what 
he expected would come. In the early days of Christian persecution, a man 
was arrested and taken before a judge. He told the judge nothing that could 
be done to him would shake his faith; if he remained faithful to God, God 
would remain faithful to him. Incredulously, the judge asked, “Do you really 
think that you will go and dwell with God? “I do not think,” the Christian 
replied, “I know.” Our faith must be that strong.  
      Friends, this is the final Meditation I will share with you, next week 
Pastor Karen Tannheimer and her family will become a part of our family. 
For me, the past thirteen weeks have been filled with nearly every emotion 
possible, from deepest sorrow to occasional wonderful heights of joy. I 
have attempted to prepare Meditations that were positive and upbeat but 
also spiritually meaningful. Each week, as I prepared the Meditation, I 
prayed for strength and reached inside seeking as much faith as I could 
muster. From these prayerful searches came three rock solid beliefs:     
 I believe in God against the world and whatever is happening in it.  
 I believe in the future against the darkness of the present.  
 I believe in our ability to spread love where ever we go.  
Expression of these beliefs was my goal. I pray I have, in some small 
measure, succeeded. God bless!  
 
 
Let us close in prayer: 
Christ Jesus, your light rises in our darkness and assures us that you are 
present with us and that your powerful closeness to us transforms our fear 
into hope. May we join with others in spreading the spirit of hope from one 
heart to another.  Protect all the brave workers who continue to serve the 
needs of the most vulnerable of us by both hands and heart. Give our elected 
leaders wisdom of heart in decision-making that the common good of our 
human family may be achieved and the gift of each person's human dignity 
respected. May a new wave of love, energy and strength burn within our 
hearts so that we may give voice to the mystery of your resurrected life among 
us and within us. Amen 


